The present report describes the morphological features of a spontaneous, bilateral, complex odontoma of the incisor teeth in an 87-week-old male Swiss mouse (Crl: CD-l(ICR)BR). This report constitutes the second report of an odontogenic tumour in a Swiss mouse and the first describing a bilateral complex odontoma in this strain of mouse. The report emphasizes the importance of thoroughly examining the oral cavity for dental tumours.
Odontogenic tumours in mice are very rare. With the exception of the white-footed mouse (Peromyscus 1eucopus) (Finkell et a1. 1979L which has been documented to develop a high incidence of spontaneous complex odontomas, only one case of an ameloblastic fibro-odontoma in the molar region has been reported in a Swiss mouse (Nyska et ai. 1991) . The Swiss mouse is one of the most popular strains of mice used in toxicological and oncogenicity studies. The present report describes the morphological features of an incidental finding of a spontaneous, bilateral, incisor odontoma in an 87-week-old male Swiss mouse (Cd: CD-l (ICR) BR) during a 2-year oncogenicity study. This report constitutes the second report of an odontogenic tumour in a Swiss mouse and the first describing a bilateral complex odontoma in this strain of mouse.
Pathology
At the 87th week of the study, a protrusion and lacrimation was noted from the right eye 
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Laboratory Animals (1994) 28, 90-92 of a mouse from a treated group receiving an organophosphate pesticide. At necropsy the right eyelid was found to be swollen and no evidence of the tumour was seen, and no evidence of malocclusion was observed. The maxilla and mandible were demineralized in 10% formic acid. Sections were then cut at 4-5 /Lm thickness and stained with haematoxylin and eosin (H&E) .
Histological examination of the maxilla revealed the presence of a dense tissue mass on the left and right sides of the cartilaginous nasal septum in the incisor tooth plane (Figs 1 and 2) . The right mass appeared larger than the left, but both consisted of the same structures. The tissue consisted of enamel spaces (ES), dentin-like material (0) and cementum-like material (Cl surrounded by cellular connective tissue. There were masses of islands of cementum-like and dentin-like tissues intermingled with tooth pulp and fibrous stroma. At the periphery of the mass in the right maxilla, evidence of a Since the tumour masses were partially delineated from the surrounded tissue by a thin fibrous capsule, and the tumours were formed from all dental tissue appearing well formed but disorganized, we diagnosed this tumour as a complex incisor odontoma IKramer et al. 1992j.
Examination of the right eye revealed signs of panophthalmitis.
Discussion
The tumour described in this communication is considered to be spontaneous, since no evidence of any statistically significant neoplastic effects associated with the compound were found either in rats or mice in long-term experiments carried out at this laboratory.
An international collaborative effort formed the basis of the World Health Organization classification of human odontogenic tumours (Pindborg et al. 1971 , Kramer et ai. 1992 . This classification is generally adopted and used in veterinary medicine (Gorlin et al. 1963 , Head 1990 ).
Although several morphological patterns of odontomas have been described in rats, the spontaneously occurring odontoma is generally not subclassified.
The term odontoma implies that there has been an induction of both enamel and dentin within the tumour. A compound odontoma is considered to be a self-limiting malformation, but with an orderly pattern of dental tissues. A complex odontoma on the other hand exhibits all the elements of a normal tooth but the morphodifferentiation is poor, and there is no ameloblastic tissue associated with the disorder. The morphological features of the bilateral odontoma described in this mouse led us to the diagnosis of a complex type. Gorlin et al. (1963j cited cases of complex and compound odontomas in horses, cattle, sheep and dogs. Figueiredo et al. (19741 described the macroscopic appearance and radiographs of a S-monthold German shepherd dog with 8 bilaterally disposed compound odontomas, 4 in the mandible and 4 in the maxilla. Van der Gaag &. Gruys (1972) described a symmetrical odontoma simplex durum involving the left and right first incisors in a bovine. The case described in the current report presents a bilateral complex incisor odontoma in the maxilla of a mouse. To the best of our knowledge this is the first report of this type of tumour in the mouse.
It is interesting to note that this is the second dental neoplasm diagnosed at our laboratory of a total number of 1022 Swiss mice (536 males and 486 females) which have been examined histologically. Even in man subjected to regular dental inspection, odontogenic tumours are uncommon. Although rare, this report emphasizes the importance of thoroughly examining the oral cavity for dental tumours.
